Facile degradative lactonization of Gln-Arg and Gln-Phe hydroxyethylene dipeptide derivatives.
We have found that hydroxyrthylene (HE) dipeptide analogs of Gln-Arg and Gln-Phe are usually susceptible to acid catalyzed lactonization. The synthesis of substrate-based transition state analog inhibitors of botulinum neurotoxin metalloprotease inhibitors that contain the Gln-Arg or the Gln-Phe HE units is complicated by this facile degradative lactonization.